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MULTIFUNCTIONAL COSMETIC ADDITIVES

PIONEERING AND CHANGING COSMETIC 
PRESERVATION CONCEPTS

Since the introduction of  Octiol, the first widely 
used multifunctional additive with excellent antimicrobial 
properties in 1992, Dr. Straetmans GmbH has always 
pioneered the development of alternative preservation.  
Today, many years later, the cosmetic industry has been 
enriched by numerous new raw materials which allow to 
formulate cosmetics without using traditional preservatives. 
Many of those concepts have been and are still being  
created by Dr. Straetmans.

The concern about traditional preservatives 
is growing and it is not only a back and forth of consumer 
perception. Legislative steps are putting an end to or heavily 
restricting the use of many widely used preservatives and 
these measures will be irreversible. It is a challenge for 
raw material suppliers and cosmetic manufacturers to 
work proactively on this issue and provide competitive and 
successful cosmetic products for the future. 

Built on many years of experience Dr. Straetmans 
offers a broad range of multifunctional additives that provide 
cosmetic benefits like masking, hydrating, wetting or refatting 
properties. But furthermore our  range will help 
to produce microbiologically sound cosmetic products 
without the use of common preservatives. The versatile range 
employs masking agents (parfum), which may cover undesired 
odours of other raw materials. These compounds are usually 
organic acids with excellent antimicrobial properties. Another 
large group within the product range are surface active 
compounds with wetting and refatting capacity, that on top 
of these cosmetic functions effectively reduce the germ count 
in cosmetic formulations. With selective efficacy against 
Gram-positive germs, some  types can also help 
to maintain healthy skin and fight skin impurities or act as a 
deodorant active.

Reducing and replacing preservatives is  
within the scope of . For instance  
Octiol is an efficient additive that will allow to significantly 
reduce the preservative load – or to replace traditional 
preservatives completely.  LP is a blend that is 
a particularly good alternative to parabens, especially in 
products, where parabens have limitations as it is the case 
in lecithin containing concepts. And also natural cosmetics 
need a reliable protection against microbial spoilage. This is 
achieved in hundreds of products with our ECOCERT listed 
line of additives.

Fig. 1: Dermosoft GMC, an example for a mild and selective antimicrobial 
additive, has a comparable performance to Triclosan against 
Corynebacterium xerosis.

Fig. 2: Comparison of 1% Dermosoft LP (top) and 0,8% Paraben/Phenoxy-
ethanol mix (bottom) in a standard o/w formulation containing phospholipids. 
Note the better performance of Dermosoft LP against yeast and mold. 
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PERFORMANCE OF DERMOSOFT® PRODUCTS AGAINST BACTERIA, YEAST AND FUNGI

Product INCI-Registration gram+ gram- yeast Fungi Natural  
cosmetics

dosage [%] pH range

 250 Parfum 0,05 – 0,2 % unlimited    

 688 Parfum 0,05 – 0,3 % < 5,5    

 688 ECO Parfum 0,05 – 0,3 % < 5,5     

 690 Parfum 0,3 – 1,0 % < 5,5    

 700 B Parfum 0,3 – 1,0 % < 5,5     

 1388 Glycerin, Aqua, Parfum 2,5 – 4,0 % < 5,5    

 1388 ECO Parfum 2,5 – 4,0 % < 5,5     

 Octiol Caprylyl Glycol 0,3 – 1,0 % unlimited    

 MCA  
Variante

Caprylyl Glycol;  
Dipropylene Glycol;  
Glyceryl Caprylate

0,5 – 1,0 % 5 – 7    

 LP
Caprylyl Glycol; Glycerin, 
Glyceryl Caprylate,  
Phenylpropanol

1,0 – 1,5 % 5 – 7    

 OMP
Methylpropandiol;  
Caprylyl Glycol;  
Phenylpropanol

2,0 – 4,0 % unlimited    

 GMCY Glyceryl Caprylate 0,5 – 1,0 % 5 – 7     

 GMC Glyceryl Caprate 1,0 – 2,0 % 5 – 7     

 DGMC Polyglyceryl-2 Caprate 1,0 – 3,0 % 5 – 7     

 SLL Sodium Lauroyl Lactylate 0,5 – 2,0 % 5 – 7     

Antimicrobial performance:

	 Very good

	 Fair

	 Moderate

	 Not sufficient

The given performance information reflect our long term 
experience with the products in different applications. 
Combinations of the above mentioned materials in many 
cases exhibit synergistic effects. However, as the efficacy of 
an antimicrobial system strongly depends on the character of 
the formulation and the specific ingredients, the effectiveness 
of the chosen system has to be evaluated individually.

Skin friendliness and antimicrobial effectiveness 
are in the focus of our product development. Many years 
of experience in countless products in the international 
marketplace show us, that the success of  is 
based on exactly those pillars. For cosmetic manufacturers 
also our application department and the external microbio-
logical lab are an invaluable help in their daily work. New 
formulations are constantly being developed and delivered 
to our customers as a support for their work. Nothing is left 

to chance. Profound chemical knowledge combined with 
targeted scientific tests for our customers are the key to 
success for cosmetic concepts based on . 

And naturally, we also offer a large number of effective anti- 
microbial cosmetic additives in full accordance with natural 
cosmetic standards, produced using 100% renewable resour-
ces, fully biologically degradable and ECOCERT registered.

Recommended



OUR REPRESENTATIVES ABROAD

Dr. Straetmans Chemische Produkte GmbH

Merkurring 60–62 · D-22143 Hamburg
Phone: +49 40-66 93 56 0 · Fax: +49 40-66 93 56 310

email: info@dr-straetmans.de · www.dr-straetmans.de

Europe

Benelux
Jan van Laarhoven-Waalwijk b.v.
E-Mail: laarhoven@planet.nl

Bulgaria
Biesterfeld Pro Specialty Chemicals
E-Mail: pavel.makedonski@biesterfeldpro.com
www.biesterfeldpro.com

Croatia
Biesterfeld Spezialchemie d.o.o.
E-Mail: gordana.peric@biesterfeld.hr
www.biesterfeld.hr

Czech Republic
Biesterfeld Silcom s.r.o.
E-Mail: terezie.sestakova@bisi.cz
www.bisi.cz

Denmark/Iceland/Norway
Bionord A/S
E-Mail: info@bionord.dk
www.bionord.dk

France
Lucas Meyer Cosmetics S.A.
E-Mail: info@lmcosmetics.fr
www.lmcosmetics.fr

Great Britain
Gemro Products Ltd.
E-Mail: stephen.blech@gemroproducts.com
www.gemroproducts.com

Greece
Cellco Chemicals Ltd.
E-Mail: paraskevopoulos@cellco.gr 

Hungary 
Biesterfeld Special Chemicals Hungary Ltd.
E-Mail: l.vereckei@biesterfeld.hu
www.biesterfeld.hu

Italy
Pharma Cosm Polli srl
E-Mail: info@pharmacosm.it
www.pharmacosm.it 

Poland 
Biesterfeld Polska Sp.z.o.o.
E-Mail: r.borzyminska@biesterfeld.com.pl
www.chemia.biesterfeld.com.pl

Romania 
Biesterfeld Spezialchemie Romania S.R.L.
E-Mail: cmicu@biesterfeld.ro
www.biesterfeld-spezialchemie.ro

Spain
Comercial Quimica Jover, S.L.
E-Mail: comercial@cqjover.com
www.cqjover.com 

Sweden/Finland
Bionord AB
E-Mail: lena@bionord.se
www.bionord.se

Switzerland
Rahn AG
E-Mail: schulerg@rahn-group.com
www.rahn.ch

Asia/Pacific

Iran 
Tooska-E-Khorasan Trading Co.
E-Mail: hrt@tooskaco.com
www.tooskaco.com

Israel
Efal chemical industries ltd.
E-Mail: roni@efal.com
www.efal.com

Korea
HANA Trading Company
E-Mail: Hoffnung@hitel.net

Phillippines 
CTC Far East Phils. Inc.
E-Mail: faith@ctcfareastphils.com
www.ctc-group.com

Thailand 
Adinop Co. Ltd.
E-Mail: mail@adinop.co.th
www.adinop.co.th

Australia/New Zealand
RejuvaCare
E-Mail: smorse@rejuvacare.com.au
www.rejuvacare.com.au

Americas

Argentina/Brazil 
nordest nova s.a..
E-Mail: sergio.engrassi@nordest-nova.com
www.nordest-nova.com

USA
Kinetik Technologies, Inc.
E-Mail: chj@kinetiktech.com
Web: www.kinetiktech.com

Chile
Maprin Representaciones Ltda.
E-Mail: JCroxatto@Maprin.cl
 
Colombia
Cromaroma Ltda
E-Mail: cromaroma@etb.net.co

Africa

South Africa 
Meganede
E-Mail: megan.jones@meganede.com
www.meganede.com


